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WR late Converſation, which after fo 
long an Ablence was very Delightful and 
Entertaining, had yet ſome Melancholy Mix. 
tures in it. We did not trouble out (elves with 
Sate-Politicks, any farther than as the Church 
might be concern'd in them, but the preſent 
State of the Church of England did give us ve- 
ry ſad apprchenſions, and I pray God: we 
may be miſtaken in thoſe fatal Symptoms, 
which ſeem' d to us to threaten its final Ruine. 
Some Men expreſs ſuch a flaming Zeal for the 
Church, as, if not timely prevented, will ſet it 
on Bire; and others run into the contrary Ex- 

treme, 
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treme, and think to quench theſe Flames by 
giving up the Church, and Sacrificing-its Or. 
der and Conſtitution to Peace and Moderati. 
on. And which of theſe is-moſt like to ruine 
to lay ; but it is too Viſi 
ble, what Danger e Church is in between 
them, I hope the Number of theſe. Men on 
either ſide is not very great, though they make 
a very great noiſe: But the Gegerality of thoſe, 
who are hearty Friends to the Church, will go. 
vern their Zeal by the Rules of Prudence and 
Charity ; and the Friends of Peace and Mode. 
ration will yet in all their Conceſſions take care 
to ſecure the Conſtitution. So that they are 
agreed in the main Point, though in ſome par. 
ticular Caſes they may differ about the means 
of compaſſing that end, which they both aim 
at. And yet we could: chink of nothing but 
this, which haz getalion'd:thac fooliſh and per- 
nicious 'Diſtmetion of Hh and Lom Church, 


which you and I could not underſtand the 
Meaning of; nor. could 1 ever meet with any 
Man, who could give a reaſonable Account of 
We try d to gueſs at it by conſidering who 
thoſe are, whom ſome Men have been pleaſed 
to 
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| co fix "thoſe different Characters of High and 
Los, Church upon. And this appear d e. 
7 mical endugh among the Low. Church. Men, 
þ to ſpare Names, we found ſeveral of knewn 
abilities, tryd Courage and Conſtancy, and 
- ſteady Church-Principles, who never betray'd 
| the Church yet; but, both fromthe Pulpit and 
the Preſs, 555 defended its Government, Wor- 
ſhip, and Diſcipline, againſt all Oppoſers, Whe. 
ther Papiſts or Fanaticks, and could never yet 
be charged with changing their Principles. A. 
mong the High- Church alſo, we found many 
Perſons of Great Learning, and of great Pru- ' 
dence ' and Charity too, however ſome miſ. 
| takes about Men and Things may at i 
have turn'd them off from their Byaſs, and 
pe a greater Edge and Sharpneſs to their 
Lea 

But there was one thing we obſerv'd, which 
did entertain us, and convinc'd us, how theſe: - 
Characters are given art all adventares. vou 
and I have known each other as long and as 
intimately as any other two have known one 
another ; our Principles were always the ſame, 
and are fo ſtill. But it ſeems; we are divided 
now into High and Low: Church ; for lo che. 
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contending parties will have 1 ic, Well, let them 
male the beſt they can of us; we will agree 
ſtill co defend the Conſtitution of the Church 


0. England, however endanger d either by High 


8 or Low. 9 1 7 And for that Reaſon I have 
| drawn up chis f 


Paper to enquire what thoſe Prin. 
el * prove deſtructive to che 
and, For if any ſuch Princi 
. ples ſhould happen to be entertain d by any in 
our Communion, whatever their Charafter be 
there ought to be a watchful Eye over them, 
chat they may do no hurt, I do not in. 
tend to diſpute this Matter at large, but to give 
a plain State of the Caſe, and to repreſent it 


ciples are, 


in one view; Which I hope may tend to cure 
our preſent Diſtempers, and to diſcover who 
and who are on a ſide, what thoſe things are 
we ſhould Zealoully contend for , and what 
Matters are capable, if our Governours in 
Church and State think fit, of Se 


| ble Complianees, 


The file thing iche red elk to our con- 


ſideration, as of Dangerous Conſequence to 
the 
Notions ſome Men have entertain d of a 
-Chireh and Church Communion. There are 


of a Church, was thoſe looſe 
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too many which paſs for great Divines, whe 
know no more of a Church, than that thoſe who 
profels the ſame Faith, ought to Worſhip God 
and their Common Saviour in Publick Aſſem- 
blies; and for this end it's neceſſary, that there 
ſhould be Publick Miniſters of, Religion, to 
offer up Püblick Prayers, a8 ft inſtruct the 


Congregation, and to Adminiſter the Sacra- 


ments, but as for Church-Communion', that 


is at cheir own Choice; and if they don't like 
their Preacher, or their Company, or their 
Rices of , Worſhip, they may leave them at 


pleaſure, and chuſe more agreeable Company; 
and do this as often as their Humour Changes. 
Now can Men of chele Principles be concern'd 
for the Conſtitution of any Church, when 
they. can diſſolve, and make a Church at Plea- 


\ ſure? For it is plain, that this is no Church, 
but a mere Voluntary Society of Chriſtians. 
It leaves no Authority of Government in the 


Church, but what is abſolutely pregartous, and 
may be defeated by every capricious and wan- 
ton Humour. It deſtroys the very Notion of 
Schiſm, which was always thought ſo damn— 


ing a Sin in the Primitive Church : For, ac- 
_ cording to theſe Principles, evety Society of 


Chriſtians 
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| Chriſtians may disband ar Pleaſure, and then, 
to leave the Communion of any Society of 
Chriſtians can be no schiſm, it they Unite 
themſelves to any other, It makes the dread. 
ful Sentence of Excommunication a mere Jeff 
For what does it ſignifie to caſt a Man out of 
the Communion of any Church, which he may 
leave when he will, without any hurt or dan. 
ger to his Soul? And what becomes then of the 
wer of the Keys, to receive in, and to ſhut 
out of the Church, which yet our Saviour calls 
the Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven, and Aſſures 
his Apoſtles, that what they bind on Earth, ſhall 
be bound in Heaven, and what they loofe on Earth, 
| fhall be looſed in Heaven; which certainly is the 
| moſt Sacred and Venerable Authority which 
can be given to Man? What becomes of the 
| Holy Catholick-Church, and the one Commu- 
nion of Saints ? Nay, what becomes of the one 
| Body of Chrift, which is his Church, our Union 
ro and Communion with, which entitles us to 
1 all the Bleiſings of the Goſpel-Covenant, which 
is made in Chrift, and the Bleſſings of which 
5 are promis d only to his Body the Church? 
I. | Thhoſe who will not allow that Chriſt has 
united all his Diſciples in one Body, which is 
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his Church, and that every Chriſtian, as a Hem- 
ber of this one Body of Chriſt, is bound to 
maintain Catholick-Communion with the 
whole Catholick Church, and in conſequence 
of this, (for there is no other way of doing it) 
is bound to joyn in Communion with that 
part of the Catholick- Church, where he lives, 
if it be a ſound and Orthodox part of ic, and 
to ſubmit to the Inſtructions and Government 
of thoſe Miniſters, whom Chrift has inveſted 
with his own Authority ; can never find any. 
other Foundation for a Church, nor any o. 
ther Neceſſary Obligation to Church-Cummu. 
nion, and Submiſſion to Church-Authority. 
Such looſe Principles as theſe are at the bot- 
tom of Occaſional Conformity; and I know no 
other Principles, that can juſtify ic. For if 
there be but one Church and one Commu: 
nion, and two leparate and oppoſite Com- 
munions are not one; if Church. Commu- 
nion be to Communicate as Members of a 
Church, and we cannot be Members of two 
oppoſite Churches; then ſuch Occaſional Confor- 
mity on one fide or the other is a Schiſm, and 
nothing can Excuſe it from Schiſm, but to re- 
ject the Notion of one Church * of one 
1 4 Church- 
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Chocch Oommunion, „as is Diſcourſed — 
ar large in one of the _ Gifs. ben 


or 0 Communion. - 


T will not meddle with the res Bill ah 


Occoſtonal conformity, nor cenſure the Conduct 


of my Superiors in that Matter. What Poli- 


tick Reaſons there might be to reje a Bill, 


which had fo fair an Aſpect both on Church 


and State, I cannot tell; bu: am ſure there 


were no Eccleſiaſtical Reaſons for it. And! 
am abundantly ſatisfied, that many of thoſe 


Reverend: Prelates who Voted againſt that Bill, 
did at the ſane time condemn Occaftonal Confar- 
mity, as a cauſeleſs Schiſm ; and there is no Rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect otherwiſe of che greateſt Number 
of them. If there were any, that rejected the 
- Bill upon ſuch Principles, as muſt juſtify Occaſi 


 enal-Conformity, they mult Anſwer for themſelves, 
for I cannot Anſwer for them, though I muſt 
confeſs, it would have been Matter of great 


Sctuple to me, to have given any Vote, which 


might have had the leaſt appearance of juſtifying 
ſuch a Schiſm, and of Sacrihcing the Funda- 
mental Principles of Unity and: Church Com- 

munion to a Secular north ' Nay, it is Mat. 
ter * to. me, to admit none Schiſma- 
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ticks to the Lords Table, unhout 3 
their Schiſmn, which 1 am ſure St Cyprian. and 
the Primitive Biſhops would not have done. 
And would the Parliament require every Per- 
fon, who 1eceives the Sacrament for a Qualifi- 
cation, to receive at his own Pariſh-Churth, 
and indemnify the Miniſter for refuſing the 
- Sacrament to known Schiſmaticks, as well as 
to other Scandalous Perſons, and the Biſhops 
Cenſure ſuch Pariſh Prieſts, as ſhould Admini- 
Rer to ſuch Perſons, there would be leſs need: 
for ſuch an Act againſt Occaſional Conformity, I 
believe our Rubrick, which is the Law ot the 
Land, would juſtifie ſuch a Refuſal; but few 
Men will venture it in ſuch a Cauſe without a 
more expreſs Authority, and, tho they would, 
yet, if ſuch Perſons have Liberty to receive 
where they pleaſe, they may receive where they 
are not known, or find out ſome Curates, who 
may be as very Occaſtonaliſis as themlelves; 
Theſe Men can't properly be {aid to be of a- 
ny Church, either High or Low ; for they 
have vo Notion of a Church or: of Church 
Communion. But there are others, who own 
the Church of England, and live in Commu- 
nion with her, but yet have entertain d ſucht 


ooſe 
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| looſe Principles, as, if Opportunity ſerves, will 


endanger the Conſtitution of our Church, 
Thus ſome, who ſubmit to Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment, and not only own the Lawfulncls 


of it, but prefer it before a Presbyterian Party, 


as better fitted to preſerve the Unity and Good 


Government of the Church; will yet by no 
means allow the Order of Biſhops to be Eſſenti. 


al tothe Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church, 
butthink that thoſe, whom we now call Biſhops 
and Presbyters, were inveſted Originally 
with the ſame power, though the exercile of 
it as to particular Perſons, was and might be 


reſtrained for the better Government of the 


Church: And thus the chief Government of 
the Church was by general conſent intruſted to 
Biſhops, and Presbyters made Subject to their 
Authority. CS 

This is ſuch an Original of the Epiſcopal 
Authority, as the Chriſtian Church for many A- 


ges knew nothing of, I am very ſenſible what 


it was that inclin'd ſome of our Engliſh Refor- 
mers, tho they retain'd the Epilcopal Govern- 
ment and Authority themſelves, to think ta- 
vourably of Presbyterian party; Viz, that ten- 


der regard they had, to the reformed Churches 


abroad, 
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, abroad, who had no Biſhops. And i they were 
very unwilling, as they ought to be, to Un- 

; church all other Proteſtant Churches. Some 
juſtified this upon the Cale of Neceſſity , be. 

/ cauſe they could have no Biſhops, and as far 
* 2s this is true, it will certainly excuſe a great 
many irregularities , as long as that Neceſſity 
 [aſts. But I am ſure, this will not excuſe 
their oppoſing the Order and Superior Au. 
* thority of Biſhops, which from the Apo- 

| ſtolick Age had been always ſo ſacred in the 
Church. And if they thought fit to diſpute a- 

way the Authority of Biſhops, to juſtifie their 
Presbyterian party, I know no Reaſon we 
have to give up the Order of — in com- 

plement to them. 

But it is not my Buſineſs 3 at preſent to Diſ- 
| pute this Matter, which is ſo tender a point, 
burt only to obſerve. that Men of theſe Princi- 
| ples can never be true and conſtant Friends to 
the Conſtitution of an Epiſcopal Church. For 
what hold can the Conſtitution have of them, 
who think it pretty indifferent, whether the 
Church be govern d by Biſhops or by a College 
of Presbyrers : ? The ſuppoſicion of which, I 
muſt own, is a great Riddle to me. For if the 

Govern - 
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Government of the Church was inſtituted by 
Chriſt and' his Apoſtles in an Imparity of Or. 
der, the Church has no power that I know of, 
to alter ſuch an Inſtitution; If the Government 
of the Church was inſtituted in a Presbyterian 
party, the Superior Authority of Biſhops is a 
manifeſt Uſurpation upon the Rights of the 
Presbytery, that there is no compounding of 
this Matter, but one or tother Violates the 
Original Inſticution of Church Authority, And 
what effects this may have upon all Publick 
Adminiſtrations, upon the Sacraments and Dil 


cipline, [ will not lay. 


When Men are got thus far, it is no great 


Wonder, if by gentle Steps, they give up the 


Epiſcopal Authority, and retain little of it be- 


ſides the Name and the Revenues; which brings 
to my Mind a notable Expedient to reconcile 
our Presbyterian Diſſenters to Re. ordination by 
Biſhops. One great Obſtacle to a Compre- 
henſion is their Orders; they have been Or- 
dain'd by Presbyters, and that in a Schiſm, and 
aſſert the Validity of their Orders, and think it 
as unlawful to be ordain'd as to be baptiz d a 
ſecond time, And yet, without over-turning 


the whole Conſtitution of the Church of Hug 


land, 
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land, they can never be received into the Mini- 
ry of our Church without Epiſcopal Orders. 


This was a difficulty indeed, and the remedy 
as ſurprizing, viz, that theſe Schiſmatical Pres- 
| byters ſhould be conditionally re-ordain'd by 
' Biſhops, in ſuch a form, as is us'd in the Bap. 


tiſm of Foundlings, when it is not known, whe- 
ther they have been already baptiz'd, or not: 
If thou: be not baptizd, I baptize thee; lo the 
Biſhops ſhould ordain them, If thou be not or- 
dain d, T ordain thee : And thus they ſhould have 
receiy d Epilcopal Orders, without renouncing 
their Presbyterian Orders, or believing and 
owning themſelves to be re ordain d. A notable 
Contrivance, to admit Schiſmaticks into the 
Church without renouncing their Schiſm, and 


to give up the Epiſcopal Authority of Orders 


at once! For the Caſe of conditional Baptiſm 
is quite different from chis conditional Ordinati- 
on; the firſt only ſignifies our doubt of Mat- 
ter of Fact, this is a doubt of Right. We 
know, they have been ordain'd by Presbyters, 
and therefore, I thou art not Ordain d is a que- 
{tion of the Validity of their Orders; which im- 
plies, that we know not, but that the Ordina- 


tion of Presbyters, though in a Schiſm, maya be 


0 good 


pſt 
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good 2606 470 valid.” And if this be once granced, 


and grantee by the Biſhops chemſel yes! In their 
form of Ner- ordination chere is an end of Epiſco- 


pat Authority it dne of the Principal Branches of 
itz. believe the Presbyterians would not have 
ſubmitted to this, beckiile they will not allow. 
any doubt to be made oſ the Validity of theit 
Orders; and I hope, whoever made this pro- 
poſal, did not conf1 der, what a miſchievous 
Train of Conſequences it catried with its _ 
The High-Church-party in the Lower. Houſe 
of:Convocation, as they affect to be call d, are 
charg d horne in the New Danger of Prechytery 
from the claims of ſome of the Lower-Houſe of Con- 
vocation, with invading the Rights and Autho- 
rity: js Bifkops and Metropolitans, and chal. 
lenging ſuch independent Rights of their own, 
as San never be reconciłd with the diſtinction 
of Order between Bifhops and Presbyters, nor 
with: the Areient Government and Diſeipline 
of the Chriftian Church. A ſevere charge on 
any Church- Man, whether High or Low ; and 


yer they bear ir patienly without anſwering one 
Word to it; and Fil allure you, I can't Anſwer 


i for dn And yet, methinks, this is an odd 
Chara of High- Church Men, to ride upon 


the 


| Arch- Biſhop 5 Qo better = the Queens Mini- 


| to the Model of an Exglfh 
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the Backs and Heads of Biſhops, and to tram 
ple Mitres under their Feet · | 

In pürſuit of this delign, theſe very Men "WO 
at laſt eſpous d the may Principles, and ſub 
mitted all Eccleſiaſtical Authority to the Will ot 
the ſecular Power. They as Biſhops and 


— 


ſters in Eerleſtadtiea Affairs, and juſtify this 
by che Acts of Submiſſion and Supremacy... 

They form an Eccleſiaſtical Synod according 
Parliament; affect 
the Title of the Eccleſiaſtical Commons, and affeck 
their Language of Adjournments and Prorogations, 


2nd in many caſes challenge the ſame Privi- 
leges with Wes; and, for want of other Ar- 


guments, prove their new and unknown Rights 


rom the Rights and Privileges of the Houſe of | 
Commons, which they think run Parallel with 
each other. And there's an end of any pure : 
Ecdefiaftical Authority. When a Church is in- | | 
corpotated into the State, the Exercise of Church 
Authority,” as far as it may affect the State, 
mult be under the Regulation of che Civil 
Power, but to {wallow up. all Church _— 5 
ity- in chte State, 17 5 no een of 2 
Church erber High Or Ve. 33 1 e. $0 
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Another Trial of High and Low Churc!, 
muſt be refer d to the Doctrine and Worſhip 
of the. Church of England, The Eſtabliſh'd 
Doctrine of our Church is contain'd in the 
Thirty Nine Articles and in the Homilies, which 
are laber d by all, who enter into Holy Or. 

ders. But how this will diſtinguiſh High and 
. Low-Church-Men, who all ſubſcribe them, and 
as we ought in Charity to believe, ſubſcribe 
them honeſtly, is hard to ſay. There have in. 
deed been very hot Diſputes about the true In 
terpretation of ſome of our Articles; and many 
of our Diſſenters, who Embrace the Doctrine 
of Calvin in the five Points, have upon that Ac. 
count challeng'd the Character of true Church 
of England Men, as taking it for granted that 
this is the true meaning of thoſe Articles, which 
relate to the five Points; which is like their rea- 
ſoning in other Matters, For, ſuppoſing this 
were True, it would no more make them 
Church of England Men, than Calvin himſelf, 
vile they reject all thoſe Articles, which con- 
cern the Government, Diſcipline and Authori- 
ty, that is, the whole conſtitution of our Church, 
And, on the other hand, thoſe, who heartily a- 
gree.in the Conſtitution are very good Church- 


Men 
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rc! Men, , though chey y may differ about the = 
(hip of the Church ia fome diſputed Articles. 


{[h'd - Suppoſe the Doctrine of the Church of Eng 
the land in the five Points to be either Remonſtrant 
hich or Anti remonſtrant; which ſide ſoever you 


Or. chuſe, if you make this the diſtinguiſhing mark 
and of a Church of England Man, you mult loſe 
and near half the Church, and not know which ts 
ribe the true half neither; for the Contending Parties 
| muſt Unchurch each other, and on both ſides 
Men- of known Zeal for the Government and 
Conſtitution of the Church of England mult be 
rejected as no Sons of the Church. 

know very well, that both Parties have 
taken great Pains to make the Articles of our 
Church ſpeak their Senſe, but I have always 
thought they were both in the wrong. Our 
Reformers carefully avoided determining thoſe 
Diſputes, which they eaſily ſoreſaw, would 
make them Parties in the Quarrel, Lay could 
not put an end to it. They have determined, 
what they thought neceſſary for all co 
ori- to know, and what all parties may, and, 
ch, ſoriie Senſe do agree in. But as for thoſe Phi | 
'a | - loſophical Diſputes, which-'are grafted» upon 
ch⸗ - * Articles, they ſay * therm; and, 


en, 5 if 
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duch Matters, they ought 


it "Men will Diſpure* 
not to draw the Church ig che Quareel:; Nhat 
ſhe hath ex xpreſl deter cia d. . wo mult own! tor 
che Böcttine o che Church, but as to other 
Martets, . "which Gpinion ſoe ver be trueſt, it is 
not the Doctrine of the Church. Nor is this to 
pen the Article in ſuch a Latitude, that every 
Man may expound it to his own Seuſe; Which 
is double dealing, and can ſerve no good end 
in Religion: But it is to reſtore the Article to 
its Natural ſimplicity, and ts ſtrip it of all uſe- 
leſs and dangerous ſpeculations. Every Man 
may ſatisfy himſelf in this, who will — con · 
lider how many Queſtions there ate, and thoſc 
very warmly diſputed, about Original Sin, 
Prædeſtination, Election and Reprobation, Li- 
berty of Will, the Efficacy of Grace, and the 
Perſeverance af Saints, which the Articles of 


our Church make no mention of, unleſs we 


can think, that the very Names of Original 
Sin, Preedeſtination, c. determine all the Con- 
troverſies between the Calvinifts and Armenians in 
thoſe Points. And ſince ourReformershave thought 
fit cofling theſe Queſtions out of the Church, — 
know not \ iy *. hog? bring th them in 
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Is us then "confider the Wor ip Q the | 
Church of 'England ; and here tie Seene begi | 
to open, and we may find ſome appearance. of 
this diſtinction between the High and Low: 
Church. It is the Character of a High. Church: 
Man; never to admit of the leaſt alteration of 
the Eſtabliſh't Worſhip upon any pretence 
whatſoever ; and thoſe are thought very Low-... 
Church-Men, who think it Reaſonable to con- 
ent to any Alterations, though they were ſor . 
the better. Now as to Alterations, I am no 
great Friend to them in our preſent Poſture of 
Affairs, becauſe I doubt whether we ſhould al-. 
| ter for the better; for I am afraid, there are 
lome Men, who, had they power to alter, 
_ ho crandform our Church! that weſhould 
not eafity know it again. And, beſides chis, 
a long eſtabliſh'd form of Worſhip grows fo 
 lacred, that any conſiderable Alterations would 
| give great Scandal and Offence to the People, | 
of qur-Communion ; eſpecially if ſuch Alteta- 
ons were made merely to humour our Diſſen- I 
ters, it would be thought to juſtify their Schiſm 
and ation, and to dent ts 'Chuxch.; +. 
hich raight:oceaffon 2 Nes Schiſm, wheteby 
| the Charch would loſe more Old Members, 


than 
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than ſhe would get New ones. And therefore 
no Alterations, which would viſibly ale: the 
form of our Worſhip, mult ever be thought of. 
But yet I can ſee no reaſon, were there an En. 
couraging juncture for it, againſt ſuch Alterari- 
ons, which do not change, but only compleat 
and perfect our Service. For though our Li- 
turgy be an excellent form of Worſhip, I can't 
lay, that it is ſo perfect, that it can't be better. 
For my part, I ſhould think our Service better, 
if it were ſhorter, that our Devotion might out- 
laſt our Service, and not our Service, as it too of- 
ten happens, outlaſt our Devotion. Several Ex- 
preſſions might be more correct, and ſeveral 
Collects alter d for the better; but I think, all 
will grant, that the Office for the Viſitation of the 
Sick is an imperfect one, and might be ſupply'd 
tothe great comfort of dying Perſons; and 
that the Office of Burial ought to be reform'd, 
or the Diſcipline of the Church more duly ex. 
ercisd. For to uſe that form in the Burial of 
Notorious wicked Livers, gives great Scandal 
to good Men, and too great Encouragement 
tothe Wicked, whatever caution can be uled, 
or whatever excuſes can be made for it. It ſuch 
Alterations as theſe could be ately attempted, l 
would 
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would venture the Chatactet of a Low- Church-⸗ 
Man, co contribute my beſt affiftance to it. 
As for the Ceremonies of out Church; WHK 
are but few and decent, as indifferent and in- 
conſiderable, as ſome Men think them, T have 
more ſcruple about parting with them, and © 
will give you my reaſons for it. This gives uß 
the Authority of the Church in the Externals of 
Worſhip, to ſecure the Gravity and Decency 
of it, which is a great Point loſt. For whate- 
ver leflens the juſt Authority of the Church, 
breaks down her Hedges, and expoſes her to 
the Mercy of Schiſmaticks and Enthuſiaſts : It 
nurſes People up in Superſtition, which ought 
to be cur'd, not indulg'd. For there is a Ne- 
gative as well as a Poſitive Superſtirion, when 
Men place Religion in not doing what they 
may lawfully do, and what, all things conſi- 
derd, may be their Duty to do, as well as in 
overvaluing, what is of little worth. Though 
particular Ceremonies may have no great intrin- 
ſick value, yet the external Decency of Wor- 
ſhip has; for external Worſhip conſiſts in ex- 
ternal viſible Signs of Honour ; and yet it is 
impoſlibleto eſtabliſh any external Rules of De- 
cency in Habit, Poſture, Time, and Plact. 
2 „„ 
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which are the great circumſtances of Action, 
but what ſhall be liable, if Men pleaſe, to the 
ſame or the like Objections, which they make 
now againſt our preſept Ceremonies. And it} TY 
the Ancient Practice of the Catholick Church 
can ſtamp any Authority upon Rites and Cere 
monies, I am. ſure, the Ceremonies of the 
Church of England have a great Authority, and 
ought to be retain'd, to keep up the Venerable 
Appearance of the Ancient and Primitive | 
Church. And as for kneeling at the Sacra- 
ment, which ſore think little better than Ido- 
lacry , I could leſs part with that, than with all 
the reſt. For if ever the humbleſt poſture of 
Devotion becomes us, it is, when we approach 
the Table of our Lord, to-feed with Praiſe and 
Thanksgiving on the Sacramental Symbols of 
his Body and Blood, 

As for the Project of Comprehenſion, I 
ſhould be heartily glad, as all good Men muſt 
be, to ſee all the divided Sects of Chriſtians uni- 
ted in one Communion without deſtroying the 
Conſtitution of the Church of England. But this 
is lo demonſtrably impoſſible to be done, that 
I am afraid, if there be any, who ſeriouſly pur- 
ſue ſuch a project, they would'g 


ve up the 
Church 
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Church to the Diſſenters, and, inſtead of bring: 
ing the Diſſenters into the Church, would car: 

the Church into a Convent icle. | 

Thus far I have conſider'd the true Church 
Principles, by which we may guels who are the 
High and the Low-Church, and I hope it will 
appear that the Diſtinction is not ſo great, as the 


Noife is, I ſhall not now enquire into their 


Practices, though the Conſtant and Regular Ex- 


erciſe of Devotion according to the Rules and 
Directions of the Church ſhews a Church- Man 
much better, than a mere empty Profeſſion. 
But this is a tender Point; and were this the 
Teft, F fear High and Low. Church in Nume- 
rous inſtances muſt change their Names, unleſs 
4 Conſcientious Attendance on the Service of 
the Church, obſerving the Hours of Prayer and 
all other Seaſons of Devotion,, makes a Low- 
Church. Man, and only talking big for the 
Church makes a High-Church-Man. 
But to put an end to their Trouble, I ſhall 
only Obſerve farther, that ſome very. diſcern- 
ing Men ſuſpect a Snake in the Graſs, and that 
all this Noiſ: about High and Low-Church, 
whatever was the Original of it, is now im- 
prov'd into a mere State Faction, and ſignifies 
e no 
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no more than Whig and Tory; and the true 
Interpretation of thoſe Terms now, is Hanover 
and Sr, Germains, God deliver us! if this be 
High Church to defeat the beſt Security we | 
have both for our Church and State in ſettlin 
the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant | 
Line, and to ſet a Papiſt upon the Throne, 1 
am Gare both you and I are very Low-Church- | 
Men, and J hope, (hall always be ſo. We | 
have learn't by Experience, what we. may ex- 
pe from Popiſh Princes; and, till I am wea- |} 
ry of my Religion and Liberty, I ſhall never 
wiſh for ſuch another Trial. But I hope, a- 
mong theſe High-Church-Men there are not 
many of this mind. But be that as it will, 
Ino more fear they ſhould be able to Con- 
vert the Nation to a Popilh Prince, than to 
Popery and Arbitrary Power, How God 
may be provokd. to deliver us up into the. 
Hands of our Enemies I cannot tell ; we have 
reaſon to fear it, becauſe we a it. But 
the cunningeſt Politicians, with all their . Male- 
contents, cannot oppoſe che genius of a Nati. 
on; the General Senſe and Inclination of the 
People, in which all Parties Unite, will bear 
them down; and this | take at preſent to be on 


our 
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our ſide, which I hope will diſappoint all ſuch 


Attempts. 


The greateſt danger I apprehend from this 
at preſent to the Church of Fngland, is this, 
that many wiſe and good Men and hearty 
Friends to the Church are ſo frighted with the 
apprehenſions of a Popiſh Succeſſor, as to take 
no notice of the great Danger from another 
Quarter, much leſs to take care to prevent it, 
I have reaſon to ſay this, becauſe I certainly 
know, that ſuch fears loſt the Bill of Occaſtonal 
Conformity; as if Popery mult come in, it Fa. 
naticks were remov'd from all places of Truſt, 
Nay, the very ſame Jealouſies by a ſtrange train 
of Conſequences had like to have loſt the Act 
concerning Firſt-Fruits and Tenths. The 
truth is, the deſigning States. Men on both ſides 
play the High and Lou- Church againſt each 
other, which threatens the ruin of both, and is 
of more dangerous conſequence, than the Arts. 
of ſome late Reigns in exaſperating the Church: 
and Diſſenters againſt each other, and then giv- 
ing chem opportunity by turns to take their. 
Revenge. But now both Parties pretend the. 
fafecy and happineſs of the Church, and both. 
oppoſe. it. Whatever one propoſes, though it. 

have 
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have a flattering appearance, and promiſes great 
preſent advantage to the Church, it is ſuſpect. 
ed of ſome ill defigns by the other. The 
High-Church are told, of what dangerous con: 

ſequence the Hanover Succeſſion will be, who 
ate more likely to encourage Diffenters than 


the Church, as being nearer related to them in 


Principles. The Low-Church are frighted 


with ſecret Cabals and deep laid deſigns to re- 
ſtore the P. of V. and what the danger of 
that is, both to Church and State, is notori- 
oully known. But, whatever the Danger of 
either of them be, I think the moſt apparent 
danger is from our preſent Diviſions, and mu- 


tual Jealouſies and Emulations. For my part, 
I know not but that there may be ſome dan- 
ger to the Church from either ſide; but the 


Danger, and the certainty of that Danger, 
is not equal on both ſides. It may be doubt. 
ful, how the Church may fare on one ſide; 


but it is certain, what will become of it on the 


other. And Judge which of theſe is to be cho- 


ſen. But are ſuch remote Dangers, which may 
never happen, at leaſt which we know not 


when, nor by what means they will happen, 
any good Reaſon to,negle& our preſent Secu- 
. rity 


rity and Defence, and to expoſe our ſelves 


naked to preſent Dangers? I heartily wiſh, 
Church. Men on all fide; would have leſs to do 


with Politicians, who expreſs ſo little regard for . 
Religion it ſelf, that there is little reaſon to 


think them much concern'd for any Church, 


And then inſtead of Governing themſelves by 


the uncertain Meaſures and gueſſes of Politicks, 
they will ſtrengthen each others Hands by uni- 
ted Hearts and Councils, make the beſt Ad-. 
vantages they can of their preſent Circum- 
ſtances, and take all poſſible Advantages for 


the Service of the Church, from what Quarter 


ſoever they come. Our hearty Prayers to God, 


and a cloſe and firm. Union among our ſelves, 


3 ; 
* 


is the greateſt ſtrength, and will be the beſt ſe- . 


curity to our Church, whatever happens. 
And when we conſcientiouſly diſcharge our 


preſent Duty, we may ſafely rely upon the 
Protection of God, without diſturbing our 


ſelves with unknown Events. 


Duour Faithful Friend 
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